Adult Christian Education 		Session 10: The temple vision (2)
Study on Ezekiel		Oct 11th, 2009
Summary

Ezekiel's "I Saw"
Last session we observed that Ezekiel's new message can be framed as a series of "1 Saw"
	1
	8:2-8:3
	Vision of God's glory

	2
	8:3-8:5
	Idols in the temple

	3
	8:7-8:13
	Secret chamber, 70 elders worshipping idols

	4
	8:14-8:15
	Woman worshipping Tammuz

	5
	8:16-8:16
	Priests engaging in sun worship

	6
	9:1-10:17
	God's fierce judgment

	7
	10:18-10:22
	God's glory departing from the temple

	8
	11:1-11:13
	Judgment of leaders and a sudden death

	9
	11:14-11:21
	God's promise of restoration

	10
	11:22-11:24
	God's glory departing from Jerusalem


We note that these idol worships that Ezekiel has seen do not affect the public persona of the Israelites. Outwardly, there are worshipper of Yahweh. The temple is the holy temple of Yahweh. Where all these evils are, they are in the secret lives of these Israelites.
So we drew one conclusion last session, that we can draw this parallel to the key New Testament revelation that we, as believers of Jesus Christ are the temple of God. (2 Corinthians 6:16) So this temple, can sit in the church worshipping God, this temple can have all the trappings of religious activities (listening to sermons, praying, singing hymns etc...) but;
When we dig a hole and enter into the secret chamber that is in your heart, what are we  going to find there?
We need to ask, in our thought life:
· Are there any idols?

· Are there any images?

· Even as you profess to be a follower of Jesus Christ, are you truly a worshipper of Jesus Christ?

The application here is that we need to be concerned with our secret, hidden, thought life. 
Read (2 Corinthians 10:1-6)
What does this verses tells us?
1. Do not be satisfied with physical, outward obedience because they can be faked.

2. The aim is to bring our thoughts captive to Jesus Christ.

3. What can we learn concerning this spiritual warfare from the "I saw" of Ezekiel?

a. Consider the idols Baal and Asherah, what do they represent? Helping God? Co-labouring with God? Am I claiming His glory? Is there self promotion? Me more eminent over all my brethrens or in fact even over Jesus Christ? Paul struggles with the Corinthian church over these issues didn't he?

b. Consider the actions of the 70 elders. Why do they worship those idols? Were they looking for help outside of Yahweh because they were no longer confident of the means and providence of Yahweh? Are you constantly looking for human ways to "fix" your problems?

c. Consider these Israelites who turn to idols, why do they do it? We know from God's pronouncements that they were doing it because they were greedy for earthly gains, for comfort and enjoyment in this present life. Do your thoughts revolve around these same things? Do you get unhappy with God because you have asked and prayed for these things and you don't seem to get any answers? You wanted your ways but God seemed to put hedges around you and you become angry with Him?

d. Many professed believers can claim to be a Christian but their heart and their thought life revolve around earthly things and their own desires.
How do we cleanse ourselves? How can we bring our thought captive to Jesus Christ?
Let's look at 2 Kings 4:38-41
What do this passage tells us?
· The poisonous gourd represents the many evil thoughts that troubles us.

· The flour represents good and wholesome food that neutralize the poison in the pot. What is this food? It is the Word of God.

· C.f. Psalm 119:9-11

· You need God's word, whether through reading the bible or hearing God's word through teaching and preaching.

· You need to take it in. Psalm 119:11 says "Your word I have hidden in my heart". Psalm 119:9 says "taking heed according to your Word".

· How about constantly meditating on the word of God. It provides a shield against temptations and the influences of the world.








God's fierce judgment

9 	Then He called out in my hearing with a loud voice, saying, “Let those who have charge over the city draw near, each with a ﻿deadly weapon in his hand.” ﻿2﻿ And suddenly six men came from the direction of the upper gate, which faces north, each with his ﻿﻿battle-ax in his hand.  ﻿One man among them was clothed with linen and had a writer’s inkhorn ﻿at his side. They went in and stood beside the bronze altar. 
﻿3﻿ Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub, where it had been, to the threshold of the ﻿﻿temple. And He called to the man clothed with linen, who had the writer’s inkhorn at his side; ﻿4﻿ and the LORD said to him, “Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and put  ﻿a mark on the foreheads of the men ﻿who sigh and cry over all the abominations that are done within it.” 
﻿5﻿ To the others He said in my ﻿hearing, “Go after him through the city and  ﻿kill; ﻿do not let your eye spare, nor have any pity. ﻿6﻿ ﻿Utterly ﻿slay old and young men, maidens and little children and women; but ﻿do not come near anyone on whom is the mark; and ﻿begin at My sanctuary.” So they began with the elders who were before the ﻿temple. ﻿7﻿ Then He said to them, “Defile the ﻿temple, and fill the courts with the slain. Go out!” And they went out and killed in the city. 
﻿8﻿ So it was, that while they were killing them, I was left alone; and I fell on my face and cried out, and said,  “Ah, Lord GOD! Will You destroy all the remnant of Israel in pouring out Your fury on Jerusalem?” 
﻿9﻿ Then He said to me, “The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great, and ﻿the land is full of bloodshed, and the city full of perversity; for they say, ﻿﻿‘The LORD has forsaken the land, and ﻿﻿the LORD does not see!’ ﻿10﻿ And as for Me also, My ﻿eye will neither spare, nor will I have pity, but ﻿I will recompense their deeds on their own head.” 
﻿11﻿ Just then, the man clothed with linen, who had the inkhorn at his side, reported back and said, “I have done as You commanded me.” 
10     And I looked, and there in the ﻿﻿firmament ﻿that was above the head of the cherubim, there appeared something like a sapphire stone, having the appearance of the likeness of a throne. ﻿2﻿ ﻿﻿Then He spoke to the man clothed with linen, and said, “Go in among the wheels, under the cherub, fill your hands with ﻿﻿coals of fire from among the cherubim, and ﻿scatter them over the city.” And he went in as I watched. 
﻿3﻿ Now the cherubim were standing on the ﻿﻿south side of the ﻿temple when the man went in, and the ﻿cloud filled the inner court. ﻿4﻿ Then the glory of the LORD went up from the cherub, and paused over the threshold of the ﻿temple; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LORD’s ﻿glory. ﻿5﻿ And the sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard even in the outer court, like the voice of Almighty God when He speaks. 
﻿6﻿ Then it happened, when He commanded the man clothed in linen, saying, “Take fire from among the wheels, from among the cherubim,” that he went in and stood beside the wheels. ﻿7﻿ And the cherub stretched out his hand from among the cherubim to the fire that was among the cherubim, and took some of it and put it into the hands of the man clothed with linen, who took it and went out. ﻿8﻿ The cherubim appeared to have the form of a man’s hand under their wings. 
﻿9﻿ And when I looked, there were four wheels by the cherubim, one wheel by one cherub and another wheel by each other cherub; the wheels appeared to have the color of a ﻿beryl stone. ﻿10﻿ As for their appearance, all four looked alike—as it were, a wheel in the middle of a wheel. ﻿11﻿ When they went, they went toward any of their four directions; they did not turn aside when they went, but followed in the direction the head was facing. They did not turn aside when they went. ﻿12﻿ And their whole body, with their back, their hands, their wings, and the wheels that the four had, were ﻿full of eyes all around. ﻿13﻿ As for the wheels, they were called in my hearing, “Wheel.” 
﻿14﻿ ﻿Each one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, the second face the face of a man, the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. ﻿15﻿ And the cherubim were lifted up. This was the living creature I saw by the River Chebar. ﻿16﻿ When the cherubim went, the wheels went beside them; and when the cherubim lifted their wings to mount up from the earth, the same wheels also did not turn from beside them. ﻿17﻿ When ﻿the cherubim stood still, the wheels stood still, and when ﻿one was lifted up, ﻿the other lifted itself up, for the spirit of the living creature was in them. 

Marked for salvation (v1-3)
We note:
· "6 men" = we can read them as angels. They are God's servant responsible for overseeing the city.

· "one man" could be 1 of the 6 but more likely a 7th man, dressed in linen holding an inkhorn (the others were holding battle-axe). 

· Inkhorn (or translated as writing kit in some versions) refer to a small ink pot that is mounted on a belt and carried on the loin. The colour of the ink were either black or red. 

· The mark (9:4) is actually the Hebrew character 'tau', which is the last character in the Hebrew alphabet. In the ancient script, the letter looks like a tilted cross. Compare this to the blood on the doorpost on the night of the Passover  (Exodus 12) and the scarlet thread in Rahab's window (Joshua 2:18-21; 6:22-25).

· Placement of the mark on the forehead is also call the sign and in Pauline language, the seal. New Testament believers are sealed with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13) with which we are safe from the attacks of the devil and from the wrath and fierce judgement of God.

· Who receive the mark?

· Those who sigh and cry over the abominations that are done within it.

· What does this mean? These are people who identify with Yahweh. They were concerned and upset over the sins and evil that was happening in the city. 

· What troubles you? What would cause you to fret and to sigh and cry? Is it your job? Your family? Your earthly goods? Or is it things pertaining to the kingdom of God? These behaviours mark out those whom the Lord will protect, because they are His.





When judgement comes, there will be no mercy (v5-7)
Note the significance of verse 3:
Normally the glory of God of Israel is on the cherub. What is on the cherub?
But in verse 3, God has left that place to stand at the threshold of the temple door.
· The time for mercy is past

· The time for judgement has come

When we read the severity of God's judgement, we have to keep in perspective:
· 120 years



· >10 righteous man



· 430 years



· 390 years



Please remember:
· God's knowledge is perfect, He do not make any mistake in His judgement.


· God's wisdom is perfect, His judgement is fit for the crime.


· God's Justice is sure.






Judgement begins at home (V6b-7)
· The temple was the source of the apostasy

· The same pronouncement of judgement is applied here. God will not overlook sin just because the building was his sanctuary. (Ezekiel 6:4-5, 13)


· The temple will be defiled.  (see Leviticus 21:11)


· It will no longer be "My Sanctuary (God's dwelling place)" instead it is just "the temple (the house or the building)"


Some observations and lessons
1. God place high honour on His temple (My Sanctuary) but He places even higher regard for His righteousness. God will not compromise His character and attributes with what is impure and sin.


2. There is a time for mercy but there is also a time for righteous judgement. When it is time to execute judgement, there should be no partiality and compromise. 



Is it the end? (v9-11)
V9-11 gives us a glimpse of the dialogue between Ezekiel and God. Ezekiel sees the fierceness of God's judgement and he lament that this would be the end of the nation of Israel. God's reply is an affirmative "yes" in that all in Israel except for those who have the mark will perish. But here we must remember that God has actually kept for Himself a real remnant; not in Jerusalem but those exiled in the land of Babylon.
The basis for the judgement on Israel/Judah rest on the following:
1. The extent and intensity of the iniquity of the people.


2. The violence and bloodshed that fills the land.


3. The injustice (perversity) that fills the city;


4. As a refutation on the claims of the people who say that "The Lord has forsaken the land, and the Lord does not see".



We note:
1. God will punish the wicked and spare the righteous. It is His sovereign right and duty as Lord and master of this world to exercise justice.



2. The judgement is total and complete and this is often the case when God wipes the slate clean to begin afresh. (note the judgement by the flood, note the judgement on Israel in the wilderness)



3. Those who escape are not merely the innocent or those who desist from evil, but those who are actively righteous.



4. Since the righteous are marked, the fate of the wicked is sealed. For them there is no hope of escape.

yahweh's glory in executing judgement (10:1-17)
Here again Ezekiel saw the vision of God as he witnessed in Chapter 1. Since the vision was discussed earlier, I will just highlight some relevant points for our consideration here.
· We are given additional view of the wheel from which the man in linen were to retrieve coals of fire and scatter them over the city. This symbolizes judgement. It also represents a judgement that cleanse the land as fire was always recognized as the property to purify/sanctify or to provide antiseptic properties against infection.


· The view of the glory of God here in chapter 10 has purposes different from that of the initial view at the plain of Chebar.

· Then it was to:

· Comfort Ezekiel

· Send Ezekiel as messenger

· To stir Ezekiel up to work


· Now 

· To exercise judgement



God's glory in exercising judgement tells us:
· God is the Sovereign Lord, over Israel, over the world









· God is the Holy God, He will not tolerate evil.







Our response:
When God executes judgement, it will be swift, it will be sever, there will be no mercy and no escape.
	Do you want to face God's judgement?
	Do you want to plea with God for mercy at that time? 
		God's response: "I will neither spare, nor will I have pity"
		God's response: "Do not let your eye spare, nor have any pity"
When is it time for mercy?
	It is now!
	God has pour his judgement and wrath on Jesus Christ that we may have that mark of escape.
	What will you do?
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